Secretory state and acute gastric mucosal injury in sepsis.
Cats were subjected to a standardized 3-h septicemia by intravenous infusion of live Escherichia coli in an LD50 dose. The effect of pentagastrin stimulation on the development of gastric mucosal injury was studied. There was no hemodynamic difference between the series during septicemia. Thus, pentagastrin did not induce increased gastric blood flow during the period of E. coli infusion. Intraluminal gastric pH was lower in the series given pentagastrin during the last 2 h of septicemia. Nevertheless, the extent of gastric mucosal injury was similar in the two groups, whereas the depth of injury was, if anything, less pronounced in the pentagastrin-stimulated group.